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1. The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the international 
preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 



2. A copy of the report .and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the Internationa] Bureau for communication to all the 
elected Offices. 



3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the report (but 
not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing translations and 
paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Ofrices)(Article 39(l))(see also the reminder 
sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 



Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a 
translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare 
and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 



For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the PCT Applicant's 
Guide. 
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International application No. 


International filing date (day /month /year) 


Priority date (day /month /year) 


PCT/GB 00/ 03123 


14/08/2000 
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International Patent Classiflcation (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
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Applicant 






DIXON, Antony Robert et al. 





1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 



This REPORT consists of a total 

□ 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and /or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

0- 



These annexes consists of a total of 



sheets. 



3. 



, This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I |X| Basis of the report 
II Q Priority 

III I I Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV I I Lack of unity of invention 

V |\^| Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI I I Certain documents cited 

VII Certain defects in the international application 

VIII I I Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIIWIHRY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/G BOO/031 23 



1. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1-7 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -9 as received on 07/1 1 /200 1 with letter of 07/1 1 /200 1 

( 

Drawings, sheets: 

1 /7-7/7 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes 1-VIII. Sheet 1) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIM^RY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/G BOO/031 23 



□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



( V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
sefe w st yarate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 

1. State of the art 

Reference is made to tlie following document: 
D1: FR-A-467 816 

2. Independent claim 1 



2.1 The present application meets the requirements of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is novel and involves an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(2) and (3) PCT. 

2.2 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1 , and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A desk (cf. fig. 1) which comprises a base-structure 5,7,8 and a desk-top 6 
supported by the base-structure 5,7,8 and which is convertible for use as a bed by 
movement of the desk-top 6 relative to the base-structure (cf. page 1 , lines 37- 
43), the desk-top 6 when so moved being supported by the base-structure to 
extend substantially horizontally on legs from the base-structure 5,7,8 for defining 
with it an elongate substantially-horizontal support-surface 17 of the bed (cf. fig. 
4). 



2.3 The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known desk in that: 

The legs are carried by the desktop, and that the legs are carried by the 
desk-top in a folded condition for selective deployment in the support of the desk- 
top extending from the base structure. 

2.4 None of the remaining available prior art discloses or suggests the distinguishing 
features of the amended version of claim 1 . Thus, independent claim 1 is novel 
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and involves an inventive step (Article 33(1) PCT). 
3. Dependent claims 2-9 

3.1 Claims 2-9 depend on claim 1 and thus they also fulfill the criteria of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and inventive step (Article 33(1) PCT). 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects In the International application 

1 . Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this 
document identified therein. 

2. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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Claims: 

1. . A desk which comprises a base-structure and a desk- 
top supported by the base-structure and which is 
convertible for use as a bed by movement of the desX-tpp 
relative to the base-structure, the desk-top when so. 
moved being supported by the base-structure to extend 
substantially horizontally on legs from the base- 
structure for defining with it an elongate substantially- 
horizontal support-surface of the bed, characterised in 
that the legs are carried by the desk-top, and that the 
legs are carried by the desk-top in a folded condition 
for selective deployment in the support of the deskrtop 
extending from the base-structure. 

2. A desk according to Claim 1 wherein the desk-top is 
pivotally mounted on the base-structvire . 



3. A desk according to Claim 2 wherein -the .desk-top _is. . 
pivoted to a frame-member that is^itBe-lf pivoted -to., the^ 
base-structure, and wherelTX the frame-member extends... 
substantially horizontally from the base-structure 
intermediate the base-structure and the desk-top as part 
of said support-surface when the desk, is converted to a 
bed as aforesaid. 

4. A desk accord.ing to any one of Claims l to 3 
includes recesses for accommodating and retaining a 
mattress or futon within the desk^ the recesses extending 
within the desk from a first recess covered by the desk- - 
top into a second recess located behind an upright wall 
of the .base-structure. 

5. A desk according to Claim 4 wherein the desk-top 
when moved relative to the base-structure for conversion 
of the desk to a bed uncovers the first recess part to 
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enable release of the mattress or futon from within the 
second recess part for deployment on the support-surface. 

B. A desk according to Claim 1 or Claim 2 wherein the 
desk-top is pivoted to the base-structure for lifting up 
and over to extend upside down substantially horizoTitally 
from the base-structure. 

7. A desk according to any one of Claims l, 2 and 6 
wherein an upper work-surface of the desk-top is backed 
by a sheet of plastics foam such that' said sheet"'is 
uppermost when the desk is converted to' a' bed as 
aforesaid. 

8. A desk according to any one of Claims 1, 2, 6 and 7 
wherein.. .the base-structure is a pedestal-supported pahel- 
having an upper surface of plastics f bam Vr' • " ■ / 

9- A desk according to any one of Claims 1, 2 and 6 to 
8 including ms.ans for selective adjustment of tihe height 
of the base-structure- " " " • ' 
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